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the firehouse sceneIs a monthly publication of the
 Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection District
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 12www.harlemroscoefi re.com
 May 2012 Fire Chief Don Shoevlin Editor Sheryl Drost
 Photo by Marcia Soppe
 House FirePages 6 & 7
 New Firefi ghters Page 3
 Station Funnies!
 4 ducks, I mean Chiefs in a row! L-r, Rogersville, MO Fire Chief Rich Stirts Jr., Pilot Knob, MO Fire Chief Rich Stirts Sr., HRFD Chief Dispatcher Guy ‘Snoopy’ Stirts, and retired HRFD Fire Chief Oscar Presley pose for a picture during Snoopy’s 90th birthday party.
 Wow, this is twice this month Capt. Alm’s on the nozzle!Firefi ghter 101 - This is a hose line!
 Your Kidding . . .
 Scenic View
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Birthdays
 May11th Marcia Soppe13th Josh Hoffl and16th Chuck Schoonover20th John Bunger23rd Rob Lukowski31st Jordan Stark
 June2nd Zack Spelmen7th Megan Alms8th Shannon Burbach11th Mike Huffman16th Mickey Rykowski Jennifer Anderson17th Jesse Martin18th Chris Scott19th Jerry Ocker Justin Harwood ‘30th’22nd Troy Nichols
 Total Calls for 2012
 815
 Firehouse Scene The Firehouse Scene is a monthly newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prot. Dist.
 Editor-in-Chief - Don ShoevlinEditor & Layout - Sheryl Drost
 The Firehouse Scene is available at Station One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the department’s website after the second Sunday each month. www.harlemroscoefi re.comE-mail submissions to Sheryl:[email protected]
 From the Chief’s DeskBy Fire Chief Don Shoevlin
 On Sunday, April 22, our recruit class graduated. We have nine new probationary fi refi ghters whom were given the oath by President Ocker. They all have made a commitment to continue the tradition of the Harlem Roscoe Fire Protection District. At their graduation, we welcomed them all as they are joining an elite group of very dedicated individuals. We look forward to their contribution
 to the district. All of them will continue with their education to complete the State Fire Marshal Firefi ghter II curriculum and then continue with their state EMT certifi cation. Thank you to Captain Aaker and all the instructors for an outstanding job and their commitment of time to train these individuals.
 Congratulations are in order to Firefi ghter/Engineer Matt Bush who was this year’s recipient of the Loves Park Post 9759’s VFW Firefi ghter of the Year Award. President Ocker was also presented with a special recognition award for his contributions and years of service to the district. I would like to thank the VFW for continuing their support of this program, which honors individuals who volunteer their time in emergency services.
 May is the month that we recognize and celebrate those in EMS (Emergency Medical Services). It is the commitment and dedication of all the personnel that in my opinion make us second to none. Harlem Roscoe is able to operate four ALS (Advanced Life Support) ambulances because of you. On our roster we have 14 Paramedics and 28 EMT’s. This is a great accomplishment and you should be proud of yourself and one another for going above and beyond the call of duty. Our communities deserve the best and all of you have seen that they receive it.
 The month of May contains a day for all of the Moms of our district and those who are members of our department. I have included this poem the past three years in my newsletter article, and every year I read it, I think there are not any better words to explain a MOM. I am fortunate to still have my Mom around even though she lives 2000 miles away, it is as she is right next door. I wonder if we thank all of them enough for all they endure but more importantly for all the love they share. It is my pleasure and honor to share this with all Moms on THEIR day:
 By Helen Steiner Rice
 A Mother’s love is something that no one can explain,It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifi ce and pain,It is endless and unselfi sh and enduring come what mayFor nothing can destroy it or take that love away . . .It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking,And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking . . .It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns,And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems . .
 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
 Loves Park VFW AwardsPhoto by Marcia Soppe
 Chief Don Shoevlin poses with the awardees from Harlem-Roscoe, Firefi ghter Matt Bush and Trustee Jerold Ocker.
 Two Harlem-Roscoe Fire personnel received awards at the Loves Park VFW Post 9759’s 2012 Firefi ghter of the Year Award Ceremony, Trustee Jerold Ocker and Firefi ghter Matt Bush.
 Trustee Ocker was awarded a special Honored Trustee Award. Chief Shoevlin says, “Trustee Ocker has been on the board for nine years. He has served as secretary and his current position of president. He has continuously demonstrated great leadership, willingness to compromise, has always had the very best interest of the residents of our district at heart in his entire decision making and has taken his fi duciary responsibility of the District very seriously. President Ocker has decided it is time to retire. It has been a great pleasure to work with and for him.”
 Firefi ghter/Engineer Matt Bush received the VFW’s Firefi ghter of the Year Award for Harlem-Roscoe. Matt joined the department in 1982. He is state certifi ed Firefi ghter II , Firefi ghter III, Hazmat Ops and is a senior apparatus engineer. He has taken numerous fi re-related classes including Practical Ice Rescue, Helicopter Safety and is NIMs compliant.
 Matt’s Lieutenant who nominated him stated, “I consider this award to be an honor given to a member who shows a consistent commitment to the department; who is not an attention seeker, but instead a person who knows the job and does it well. This person should show the public a standard of integrity, pride and dedication that we would like all of our members to have. That does not mean that they make the most calls or attend the most events. This member’s dedication shows in his longevity with the department and his quiet dedication to not just doing a job but doing it well. This member does not toot his own horn, does not look for compensation for the time he gives despite his busy schedule and he shows a true and friendly face to all who interact with him. I am proud and feel fortunate to be his offi cer”
 Chief Don Shoevlin adds, “I don’t think, in fact I know that I could have not said it any better to describe Matt and what he means to our department with his commitment and dedication. He even has that grandpa glow in the fi re house as the younger fi refi ghters look up to him as a mentor. It is an honor for me as a Chief to have a person of this caliper to work alongside and with.”
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 2 The Firehouse Scene - Page 11 www.harlemroscoefi re.comwww.harlemroscoefi re.com
 Gone,But not forgottenSome people come into our lives,
 And quickly go.Some stay awhile and
 leave footprints in our hearts.And, we are never, ever the same.
 Firefi ghter Mark Schafman’s grandmother, Mildred Schafman, (75) passed away in The Villages, Florida on April 16. Our deepest sympathies and prayers to Mark and his family.
 Roscoe Community Days Snapshots - May 7th.Photos by Sheryl Drost and Chad Miller.
 Congratulationsto Firefi ghter Matt Bush on the birth of his second granchild, Emmalin Beatrice Bush. Emmalin was born on March 14, measuring in at 7.1 lbs. and 20 in. long. After having three son’s and his fi rst grandchild a boy, Matt is so excited to have a little girl to spoil!
 Emmalin’s parents are former HRFD Firefi ghter Christian Bush and his wife Devin. And, we can’t forget big brother Jacob, age 2.
 Christian and his family are currently living at Fort Riley, Kansas and he is being deployed to Afghanistan this month.
 Congratulations to all the Bushfamily, she is adorable!
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 Meet Our New Firefi ghters . . .
 Brandon Beilfuss “B” is single and is studying for a degree in Fire Science and is an EMT-B. He also works part-time in Building Material Sales and is a delivery coordinator for Menards. He also has family members in the fi re service. Brandon enjoys going to the gym, wake boarding, waterskiing, and
 snowboarding. He will be running out of Station #2.
 Justin Mayton is single and has a daughter, Lily Alexa (2). Justin works as a ED Tech at Swedish American Hospital. Justin previously served fi ve years on North Park Fire and is a Paramedic. He enjoys snow boarding, baseball and softball. He will be running out of Station #1.
 Patrick Trollop has been married to wife Carissa for seven years and they have three children, Cade (10), Gabriellea (5) and William (1-1/2). Patrick holds his EMT-B license and is currently in Paramedic School at Swedish American Hospital. Patrick served in the Marine Corps from 1998 to
 2002 and was stationed in Hawaii. He loves spending time with his family, playing baseball and sports in general. He will be running out of Station #1.
 Zachery Spelmen is single and works as a dietary aid at the Goldie Floberg Center in Rockton. He is also studying for a degree in Fire Science at Rock Valley College. Zack has a family member, Jeff Spelman, on Win-Bur-Sew Fire Department. Zachery likes to play the drums and is an avid
 motorcycle rider. He will be running out of Station #2.
 Troy Nichols has been married to Breanna for fi ve years and they have two children, Destiny (7) and Jayden (4). Troy is a machinist at Littlestar Plastics. Troy previously served four years on Northwest Fire. He enjoys playing football and mountain biking. Troy will be running out of Station #1.
 Jesse Martin is single and works as a cashier at Walgreens. He is also studying fi re science at Rock Valley College. He previously served on Loves Park Fire for 3.5 years and is an EMT-B. He loves running, working out and hanging with friends. He will be running out of Sta. #2.
 Kyle Alms is single and will graduated from Harlem High School on May 26. Kyle loves playing sports. Kyle is the 3rd of Capt. Jay Alm’s three children to follow in his foot steps to become a fi refi ghter. Kyle’s older siblings are Lt. Ryan Alms and Firefi ghter Megan Alms. Kyle will be running out of Sta. #2.
 Nathan Sarver is single and works at Hill Farms. He joins his brother on our department, Firefi ghter Ryan Sarver. He enjoys his work, his friends and video games. He will be running out of Station #1.
 David Pautsch Jr. “Bud” is single and has two children, Keaton (2) and Karson (1-mth). He is a self-employed auto technician. He enjoys working on race cars, cars, and loves the outdoors. He will be running out of Station #3
 / 04/29/12 Hwy 173 & Perryville Rd. 4-vehicle
 04/13/12 Southgate Rd.
 04/10/12 Hwy 251 04/29/12 Banyan Dr.
 Accidents Photos by Sheryl Drost
 04/21/12 Burden Rd. 05/03/12 Rockton Rd.
 / 05/01/12 I-90
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Car FirePhoto by Sheryl Drost
 Firefi ghters arrived on Tall Pines Pkwy. on April 8 to fi nd the engine compartment of a Chevy Impala fully involved with fi re. The fi re was quickly extinguished. The owners were unaware of the fi re until fi refi ghters knocked on the apartment door.
 Firefi ghter Dan Gunderson starts his attack on the fi re.
 Chimney FirePhoto by Marcia Soppe
 Firefi ghters check the chimney of a home on Lismore on April 30 after it seems a fi re in the chimney may have burned itself out.
 John Deere Tractor Destroyed by FirePhoto by Sheryl Drost
 Firefi ghters arrived on County Line Rd. to fi nd a John Deere tractor that was fully involved with fi re on May 5.
 Firefi ghter Justin Harwood starts extinguishing the fi re.
 Firefi ghters Show MABAS 8 Decon TruckBy Mike Powell, Photo by Buzz Carlson
 Last month, the MABAS 8 Decontamination Truck (that is housed at Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station #3) was requested for a mock drill with Rockford Fire and law enforcement agencies from the city of Rockford and Winnebago County. The city water department was also present and had a lot of valuable information. They appeared to have had extensive training and preparation for an actual event of this type.
 MABAS is a system that partners more than one fi re department in times where demand for resources exceeds the capability of a single fi re department. The Decon truck is one of the assets that are deployed through MABAS Division 8 that operates in our region. The truck is used to decontaminate emergency workers who may have been exposed to toxic substances during a fi re or rescue emergency.
 I attended the drill with Lt. Mike Huffman and Ryan Sarver and assisted by setting up and operating the vehicle and its equipment. The following week it was requested for the display at the Local Emergency Planning Committee conference held in Rockford. The mock drill was attended by multiple agencies and provided some priceless training opportunities.
 The drill consisted of a simulated terrorist attack on a water treatment facility containing a signifi cant amount of chlorine. It was a NIMS based exercise and equipment from all over the area was brought in to assist in managing and mitigating the incident. (NIMS is a communication model developed by the Federal Government following the 9/11 attacks to improve inter agency communication in the event of large scale incidents.) Mobile command centers and hazardous material handling units as well as everyday medical and fi re apparatus were present.
 The multi-agency participation allowed scene commanders from all walks of public safety to view available resources in action, and to meet the people they would need to interface with should an incident like that occur. This allowed them to not only practice how they would respond to the incident, but also offered the chance for them to share previous experience and what concerns would arise once the incident arose. A debriefi ng following the drill revealed a lot of different points of view from the various participants. Each had important tasks in mind that they felt would need to be accomplished in the scenario.
 Working with the various people that day was a great reminder that we can never stop planning and never stop training for what tomorrow might bring. Most people do not know the amount of planning and the training that goes into our emergency preparedness. Our region is blessed with a huge resource of people
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 4 The Firehouse Scene -Page 9 www.harlemroscoefi re.comwww.harlemroscoefi re.com
 Celebrating EMS Week 2012
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 EMS CornerBy Capt. Jay Alms, Paramedic & EMS Coordinator
 How long does it take to become an EMT? The time to become an EMT, or Emergency Medical
 Technician, varies based on the level of EMT a student hopes to become. Some EMT certifi cate programs can be completed in as few as three weeks, usually a fi rst responder status with the very basic skills. Most EMT-Basic programs require about a semester of schooling followed by fi eld training before one can be allowed to treat & transport a patient. Training programs for EMT-P or paramedic can last as long as two years and often culminate in an associate’s degree.
 Coursework and training to become an EMT-Basic for part-time students requires an 8-11 week program to complete. Such programs teach students how to manage respiratory, cardiac and trauma emergencies, as well as assess patient conditions.
 Training programs to become a paramedic, the most advanced level of emergency medical technician, usually entail course work in anatomy, physiology and patient care. Students may learn advanced treatment procedures, airway ventilation, paramedicine, defi brillation and special situations. Paramedic programs usually last from six months to two years, and students may earn an Associate’s Degrees in Emergency Medical Services upon completion.
 After completing any level of EMT training, students must also pass practical and written examinations administered by state licensing authority or the NREMT. The written portion assesses comprehension of medical tasks and health issues. The practical exam tests a student’s ability to perform EMT duties effi ciently. EMTs and EMT-Ps are required to renew their licenses every four years.
 Following state licensure, the EMT’s are then placed on an ambulance with a seasoned EMT. The EMT is then monitored and mentored in all the different phases of treating, stabilizing and transporting a sick or injured patient. Students must learn radio etiquette, report writing, leadership skills, and the art of delegation. Upon arrival at the hospital the EMT has to then transfer patient care, with appropriate verbal dialogue and tact.
 After mastering the skills at the EMT level, the student can then petition to become a paramedic. The classroom portion lasts from nine months to two years. Several hundred hours are also required in the different departments at the hospital, including but not limited to the Cardiac Cath Lab, Respiratory, the Operating Room and Labor & Delivery. The student then has to learn the application and side effects of some thirty different medications. Paramedics learn to read and interpret cardiac rhythms, and then treat the arrhythmia with the appropriate medication. Sometimes the dysrhythmia requires electrical shock to return it to normal rhythm. When it’s necessary to intubate a patient to secure a patent airway, Paramedics are to determine if the patient will need such intervention and then perform the procedure to save a life. At times this procedure has to be performed in a damaged vehicle following a motor vehicle accident, because of extended extrication times involved in these collisions. The hospitals in the area also require
 intravenous access before many of the medications we administer are allowed to be given. More often than not, those IV’s are established en route to the hospital. Holding a sharp instrument rolling down these stagecoach trails the city offi cials call roadways, is always an interesting accomplishment.
 Over the years the State has added additional certifi cations that allows for even more advanced care by a paramedic. We have expanded scope paramedics and critical care paramedics among our staff as well. Dedication beyond expectations.
 We are blessed in this Fire Protection District to have several dedicated people who, more often than not, volunteer their time to serve their community. The district currently boasts some 14 Paramedics and 28 EMT-B’s. Nearly 45 dedicated individuals that have gone to school, honed their skills, studied and passed their State Examinations, all the while most of them work full and part time jobs outside the fi re department.
 That’s just the beginning. To hold that license each EMT/Paramedic has to maintain continuing education hours, as well as prove their skills in the presence of local hospital EMS instructors. Every four years the EMT/Paramedic petitions the state to renew his/her license. Proof of a minimum of 120 hours of continuing education has to accompany the petition.
 So rest assured your medical needs are sure to be met, by some of the fi nest individuals that make Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department the best that it can be!
 The next time you cross paths with a FF/EMT/Paramedic from any department, just a word of thanks will re-assure that EMT has made a difference!
 May 20 -26
 The most heartfelt Thank You goes out to all our EMS personnel here at Harlem-Roscoe for their dedication, their endless training, and for being there when we need them!
 Paramedic - Jay Alms, Ramona Baldoni-Lake, John Bergeron, John Donovan, Rob Gonia, Josh Hoffl and, Radi Huggard, Tom Lake, Rob Lukowski, Justin Mayton, Jerry McCormick, Mike Morrison, Mike Powell, and Steve Shoevlin.
 EMT-B - Tom Aaker, Megan Alms, Ryan Alms, John Barth, Brandon Beilfuss, Tim Bergeron, Adam Cox, Adam Eich, Chris Farr, Justin Harwood, Mike Huffman, Scott Jensen, Ron Klaman, Joe Koeninger, Jesse Martin, Jeff Morris, John Presley, Reety Radke, Ryan Sarver, Eric Schweitzer, Mike Sherbon, Don Shoevlin, Mark Soppe, Jordan Stark, Brandon Tietz, Patrick Trollop, Christi Wilson, and Greg Wernick.
 who share a passion for this fi eld. It was an honor to work beside them during the exercise.
 The LEPC Conference was another excellent opportunity to meet the people who help with this planning. There were people from public safety, the medical fi eld, and even some from the waste management, local industry and fi nance present at the conference. There was a display of all our area MABAS assets. This allowed the planning committee to get a fi rsthand look at the equipment available to them instead of simply seeing a list describing the tools that are at their disposal on paper.
 I had the chance to share some experiences and information with some of the most experienced and well-trained people in our fi eld while there. I also got a chance to view some MABAS equipment that I had not seen before. This included some search and rescue equipment, sleeping quarters, food service and record keeping equipment for responders. There were also some unique watercraft, specialty lighting and Power generators and a fan unit capable of generating airfl ow of nearly 120 mph. These items are housed in other local fi re departments ready to go at a moment’s notice.
 The mission of the fi re service to protect property and preserve life is a great pursuit and this recent experience gave me a renewed sense of pride and accomplishment in my work. Duty, pride and tradition are the hallmarks of the fi re service, and they all give one a tremendous feeling of job satisfaction.
 Glass management: It’s more than smashing windowsBy LT. M. Huff man
 Before one window is shattered, it is important that we know the types of glass fi refi ghters will encounter and the additional forces that can be present at a motor vehicle accident. The two types of glass to which we have become accustomed, laminated and tempered safety glass, are still the most widely used.
 Laminated glass is a sandwich, a series of layers of glass and plastic laminated together. Tempered, or safety, glass will break into small granular fragments when shattered. However, there are a few new variations in use. Enhanced protective glass is basically a form of laminated glass found in the side and rear windows. Dual-paned glass and polycarbonate glazing are also used.
 Then there’s the issues of rear glass hatches in SUVs and minivans. These glass hatches have a nasty habit of fl ying apart when broken because of the tension placed on them by the multiple hatch struts and the energy absorbed by the vehicle during the crash.
 Laminated glass is found in windshields but is increasingly found in the side and rear windows as well. This type of glass must be cut from the vehicle to be removed, which can be facilitated by cutting the peripheral edge with an axe, a glass saw, or even a reciprocating saw.
 This operation produces glass dust, which is a respiratory hazard. For this reason, we must add dust masks to the personal protective equipment for glass management.
 Tempered glass is usually found in side and rear windows. To break this glass, we use an impact tool that imparts a large amount of force into a small concentrated area. Then we clean out the window opening by pulling the glass onto the ground with a tool, not with gloved hands.
 Vehicles can load the glass with energy from the crash; when it’s broken it can almost explode when that energy is released. We must protect our patient with a protective cover and use hard protection to funnel glass pieces away from the patient.
 We make sure eye protection is in place and that we are wearing a dust mask. We also need to watch out for glass in hatches of vehicles. It can have up to four gas struts pushing on the glass and creating even more tension. This too might explode when broken and we need to be aware that the struts may also push toward rescuers.
 Ideally, the laminated glass that was cut and removed should be folded and slid in under the vehicle out of rescuers way. If at all possible, tempered glass should be removed to the outside of the vehicle, away from the patient and the interior rescuer. However, some vehicles — especially SUVs and minivans — might have a lot of windows or a rather large window, which produce many glass particles. Glass particles can be slippery, almost like marbles. It is a good practice to sweep these under the vehicle so that rescuers are not walking on it and stabilization devices are on not on it.
 There are two new materials available to help rescuers manage glass. One is Packexe Smash and it is available in North America. It is a clear fi lm dispensed from a special applicator. The fi lm adds enough strength for tempered glass to be cut.
 On the fl ip side, laminated glass dust can be greatly reduced by applying the fi lm fi rst and then cutting through the area where the fi lm is applied. If the glass is wet, it can be wiped dry with a microfi ber cloth before the fi lm is applied. The other material is an extrication wrap made by Protecto or Seal & Peel. The wrap material is an adhesive rubber compound on one side with a smooth brightly colored fi lm on the other side. The material comes in a roll that fi refi ghters can pre cut or cut-to size on scene.
 The up side to this material is it can be used as sharp-edge protection as well. Both of these materials really can make a difference in glass-management tasks. And both materials can handle glass management and sharp-edge protection.
 Glassmaster Windshield Saw
 Spring-loaded center punch
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 House FirePhotos by Sheryl Drost & Marcia Soppe
 A deck fi re on Vaughndale Dr. quickly became a fully involved house fi re on April 9. Wind gusts of 40+ mph had pushed the fl ames into the attic before fi refi ghters arrived.
 Firefi ghters attacked from the front, the rear and above to bring this beast of a fi re under control. They also protected the two homes on both sides from fi re damage; siding was melted from the heat.
 A resident and the family pets were safely outside when fi re units arrived. No one was injured in the blaze. The fi re started on the back porch and is believed to be from discarded smoking materials.
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 5 www.harlemroscoefi re.comwww.harlemroscoefi re.com
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 EMS CornerBy Capt. Jay Alms, Paramedic & EMS Coordinator
 How long does it take to become an EMT? The time to become an EMT, or Emergency Medical
 Technician, varies based on the level of EMT a student hopes to become. Some EMT certifi cate programs can be completed in as few as three weeks, usually a fi rst responder status with the very basic skills. Most EMT-Basic programs require about a semester of schooling followed by fi eld training before one can be allowed to treat & transport a patient. Training programs for EMT-P or paramedic can last as long as two years and often culminate in an associate’s degree.
 Coursework and training to become an EMT-Basic for part-time students requires an 8-11 week program to complete. Such programs teach students how to manage respiratory, cardiac and trauma emergencies, as well as assess patient conditions.
 Training programs to become a paramedic, the most advanced level of emergency medical technician, usually entail course work in anatomy, physiology and patient care. Students may learn advanced treatment procedures, airway ventilation, paramedicine, defi brillation and special situations. Paramedic programs usually last from six months to two years, and students may earn an Associate’s Degrees in Emergency Medical Services upon completion.
 After completing any level of EMT training, students must also pass practical and written examinations administered by state licensing authority or the NREMT. The written portion assesses comprehension of medical tasks and health issues. The practical exam tests a student’s ability to perform EMT duties effi ciently. EMTs and EMT-Ps are required to renew their licenses every four years.
 Following state licensure, the EMT’s are then placed on an ambulance with a seasoned EMT. The EMT is then monitored and mentored in all the different phases of treating, stabilizing and transporting a sick or injured patient. Students must learn radio etiquette, report writing, leadership skills, and the art of delegation. Upon arrival at the hospital the EMT has to then transfer patient care, with appropriate verbal dialogue and tact.
 After mastering the skills at the EMT level, the student can then petition to become a paramedic. The classroom portion lasts from nine months to two years. Several hundred hours are also required in the different departments at the hospital, including but not limited to the Cardiac Cath Lab, Respiratory, the Operating Room and Labor & Delivery. The student then has to learn the application and side effects of some thirty different medications. Paramedics learn to read and interpret cardiac rhythms, and then treat the arrhythmia with the appropriate medication. Sometimes the dysrhythmia requires electrical shock to return it to normal rhythm. When it’s necessary to intubate a patient to secure a patent airway, Paramedics are to determine if the patient will need such intervention and then perform the procedure to save a life. At times this procedure has to be performed in a damaged vehicle following a motor vehicle accident, because of extended extrication times involved in these collisions. The hospitals in the area also require
 intravenous access before many of the medications we administer are allowed to be given. More often than not, those IV’s are established en route to the hospital. Holding a sharp instrument rolling down these stagecoach trails the city offi cials call roadways, is always an interesting accomplishment.
 Over the years the State has added additional certifi cations that allows for even more advanced care by a paramedic. We have expanded scope paramedics and critical care paramedics among our staff as well. Dedication beyond expectations.
 We are blessed in this Fire Protection District to have several dedicated people who, more often than not, volunteer their time to serve their community. The district currently boasts some 14 Paramedics and 28 EMT-B’s. Nearly 45 dedicated individuals that have gone to school, honed their skills, studied and passed their State Examinations, all the while most of them work full and part time jobs outside the fi re department.
 That’s just the beginning. To hold that license each EMT/Paramedic has to maintain continuing education hours, as well as prove their skills in the presence of local hospital EMS instructors. Every four years the EMT/Paramedic petitions the state to renew his/her license. Proof of a minimum of 120 hours of continuing education has to accompany the petition.
 So rest assured your medical needs are sure to be met, by some of the fi nest individuals that make Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department the best that it can be!
 The next time you cross paths with a FF/EMT/Paramedic from any department, just a word of thanks will re-assure that EMT has made a difference!
 May 20 -26
 The most heartfelt Thank You goes out to all our EMS personnel here at Harlem-Roscoe for their dedication, their endless training, and for being there when we need them!
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 EMT-B - Tom Aaker, Megan Alms, Ryan Alms, John Barth, Brandon Beilfuss, Tim Bergeron, Adam Cox, Adam Eich, Chris Farr, Justin Harwood, Mike Huffman, Scott Jensen, Ron Klaman, Joe Koeninger, Jesse Martin, Jeff Morris, John Presley, Reety Radke, Ryan Sarver, Eric Schweitzer, Mike Sherbon, Don Shoevlin, Mark Soppe, Jordan Stark, Brandon Tietz, Patrick Trollop, Christi Wilson, and Greg Wernick.
 who share a passion for this fi eld. It was an honor to work beside them during the exercise.
 The LEPC Conference was another excellent opportunity to meet the people who help with this planning. There were people from public safety, the medical fi eld, and even some from the waste management, local industry and fi nance present at the conference. There was a display of all our area MABAS assets. This allowed the planning committee to get a fi rsthand look at the equipment available to them instead of simply seeing a list describing the tools that are at their disposal on paper.
 I had the chance to share some experiences and information with some of the most experienced and well-trained people in our fi eld while there. I also got a chance to view some MABAS equipment that I had not seen before. This included some search and rescue equipment, sleeping quarters, food service and record keeping equipment for responders. There were also some unique watercraft, specialty lighting and Power generators and a fan unit capable of generating airfl ow of nearly 120 mph. These items are housed in other local fi re departments ready to go at a moment’s notice.
 The mission of the fi re service to protect property and preserve life is a great pursuit and this recent experience gave me a renewed sense of pride and accomplishment in my work. Duty, pride and tradition are the hallmarks of the fi re service, and they all give one a tremendous feeling of job satisfaction.
 Glass management: It’s more than smashing windowsBy LT. M. Huff man
 Before one window is shattered, it is important that we know the types of glass fi refi ghters will encounter and the additional forces that can be present at a motor vehicle accident. The two types of glass to which we have become accustomed, laminated and tempered safety glass, are still the most widely used.
 Laminated glass is a sandwich, a series of layers of glass and plastic laminated together. Tempered, or safety, glass will break into small granular fragments when shattered. However, there are a few new variations in use. Enhanced protective glass is basically a form of laminated glass found in the side and rear windows. Dual-paned glass and polycarbonate glazing are also used.
 Then there’s the issues of rear glass hatches in SUVs and minivans. These glass hatches have a nasty habit of fl ying apart when broken because of the tension placed on them by the multiple hatch struts and the energy absorbed by the vehicle during the crash.
 Laminated glass is found in windshields but is increasingly found in the side and rear windows as well. This type of glass must be cut from the vehicle to be removed, which can be facilitated by cutting the peripheral edge with an axe, a glass saw, or even a reciprocating saw.
 This operation produces glass dust, which is a respiratory hazard. For this reason, we must add dust masks to the personal protective equipment for glass management.
 Tempered glass is usually found in side and rear windows. To break this glass, we use an impact tool that imparts a large amount of force into a small concentrated area. Then we clean out the window opening by pulling the glass onto the ground with a tool, not with gloved hands.
 Vehicles can load the glass with energy from the crash; when it’s broken it can almost explode when that energy is released. We must protect our patient with a protective cover and use hard protection to funnel glass pieces away from the patient.
 We make sure eye protection is in place and that we are wearing a dust mask. We also need to watch out for glass in hatches of vehicles. It can have up to four gas struts pushing on the glass and creating even more tension. This too might explode when broken and we need to be aware that the struts may also push toward rescuers.
 Ideally, the laminated glass that was cut and removed should be folded and slid in under the vehicle out of rescuers way. If at all possible, tempered glass should be removed to the outside of the vehicle, away from the patient and the interior rescuer. However, some vehicles — especially SUVs and minivans — might have a lot of windows or a rather large window, which produce many glass particles. Glass particles can be slippery, almost like marbles. It is a good practice to sweep these under the vehicle so that rescuers are not walking on it and stabilization devices are on not on it.
 There are two new materials available to help rescuers manage glass. One is Packexe Smash and it is available in North America. It is a clear fi lm dispensed from a special applicator. The fi lm adds enough strength for tempered glass to be cut.
 On the fl ip side, laminated glass dust can be greatly reduced by applying the fi lm fi rst and then cutting through the area where the fi lm is applied. If the glass is wet, it can be wiped dry with a microfi ber cloth before the fi lm is applied. The other material is an extrication wrap made by Protecto or Seal & Peel. The wrap material is an adhesive rubber compound on one side with a smooth brightly colored fi lm on the other side. The material comes in a roll that fi refi ghters can pre cut or cut-to size on scene.
 The up side to this material is it can be used as sharp-edge protection as well. Both of these materials really can make a difference in glass-management tasks. And both materials can handle glass management and sharp-edge protection.
 Glassmaster Windshield Saw
 Spring-loaded center punch
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Car FirePhoto by Sheryl Drost
 Firefi ghters arrived on Tall Pines Pkwy. on April 8 to fi nd the engine compartment of a Chevy Impala fully involved with fi re. The fi re was quickly extinguished. The owners were unaware of the fi re until fi refi ghters knocked on the apartment door.
 Firefi ghter Dan Gunderson starts his attack on the fi re.
 Chimney FirePhoto by Marcia Soppe
 Firefi ghters check the chimney of a home on Lismore on April 30 after it seems a fi re in the chimney may have burned itself out.
 John Deere Tractor Destroyed by FirePhoto by Sheryl Drost
 Firefi ghters arrived on County Line Rd. to fi nd a John Deere tractor that was fully involved with fi re on May 5.
 Firefi ghter Justin Harwood starts extinguishing the fi re.
 Firefi ghters Show MABAS 8 Decon TruckBy Mike Powell, Photo by Buzz Carlson
 Last month, the MABAS 8 Decontamination Truck (that is housed at Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station #3) was requested for a mock drill with Rockford Fire and law enforcement agencies from the city of Rockford and Winnebago County. The city water department was also present and had a lot of valuable information. They appeared to have had extensive training and preparation for an actual event of this type.
 MABAS is a system that partners more than one fi re department in times where demand for resources exceeds the capability of a single fi re department. The Decon truck is one of the assets that are deployed through MABAS Division 8 that operates in our region. The truck is used to decontaminate emergency workers who may have been exposed to toxic substances during a fi re or rescue emergency.
 I attended the drill with Lt. Mike Huffman and Ryan Sarver and assisted by setting up and operating the vehicle and its equipment. The following week it was requested for the display at the Local Emergency Planning Committee conference held in Rockford. The mock drill was attended by multiple agencies and provided some priceless training opportunities.
 The drill consisted of a simulated terrorist attack on a water treatment facility containing a signifi cant amount of chlorine. It was a NIMS based exercise and equipment from all over the area was brought in to assist in managing and mitigating the incident. (NIMS is a communication model developed by the Federal Government following the 9/11 attacks to improve inter agency communication in the event of large scale incidents.) Mobile command centers and hazardous material handling units as well as everyday medical and fi re apparatus were present.
 The multi-agency participation allowed scene commanders from all walks of public safety to view available resources in action, and to meet the people they would need to interface with should an incident like that occur. This allowed them to not only practice how they would respond to the incident, but also offered the chance for them to share previous experience and what concerns would arise once the incident arose. A debriefi ng following the drill revealed a lot of different points of view from the various participants. Each had important tasks in mind that they felt would need to be accomplished in the scenario.
 Working with the various people that day was a great reminder that we can never stop planning and never stop training for what tomorrow might bring. Most people do not know the amount of planning and the training that goes into our emergency preparedness. Our region is blessed with a huge resource of people
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 4 The Firehouse Scene -Page 9 www.harlemroscoefi re.comwww.harlemroscoefi re.com
 Celebrating EMS Week 2012
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 Meet Our New Firefi ghters . . .
 Brandon Beilfuss “B” is single and is studying for a degree in Fire Science and is an EMT-B. He also works part-time in Building Material Sales and is a delivery coordinator for Menards. He also has family members in the fi re service. Brandon enjoys going to the gym, wake boarding, waterskiing, and
 snowboarding. He will be running out of Station #2.
 Justin Mayton is single and has a daughter, Lily Alexa (2). Justin works as a ED Tech at Swedish American Hospital. Justin previously served fi ve years on North Park Fire and is a Paramedic. He enjoys snow boarding, baseball and softball. He will be running out of Station #1.
 Patrick Trollop has been married to wife Carissa for seven years and they have three children, Cade (10), Gabriellea (5) and William (1-1/2). Patrick holds his EMT-B license and is currently in Paramedic School at Swedish American Hospital. Patrick served in the Marine Corps from 1998 to
 2002 and was stationed in Hawaii. He loves spending time with his family, playing baseball and sports in general. He will be running out of Station #1.
 Zachery Spelmen is single and works as a dietary aid at the Goldie Floberg Center in Rockton. He is also studying for a degree in Fire Science at Rock Valley College. Zack has a family member, Jeff Spelman, on Win-Bur-Sew Fire Department. Zachery likes to play the drums and is an avid
 motorcycle rider. He will be running out of Station #2.
 Troy Nichols has been married to Breanna for fi ve years and they have two children, Destiny (7) and Jayden (4). Troy is a machinist at Littlestar Plastics. Troy previously served four years on Northwest Fire. He enjoys playing football and mountain biking. Troy will be running out of Station #1.
 Jesse Martin is single and works as a cashier at Walgreens. He is also studying fi re science at Rock Valley College. He previously served on Loves Park Fire for 3.5 years and is an EMT-B. He loves running, working out and hanging with friends. He will be running out of Sta. #2.
 Kyle Alms is single and will graduated from Harlem High School on May 26. Kyle loves playing sports. Kyle is the 3rd of Capt. Jay Alm’s three children to follow in his foot steps to become a fi refi ghter. Kyle’s older siblings are Lt. Ryan Alms and Firefi ghter Megan Alms. Kyle will be running out of Sta. #2.
 Nathan Sarver is single and works at Hill Farms. He joins his brother on our department, Firefi ghter Ryan Sarver. He enjoys his work, his friends and video games. He will be running out of Station #1.
 David Pautsch Jr. “Bud” is single and has two children, Keaton (2) and Karson (1-mth). He is a self-employed auto technician. He enjoys working on race cars, cars, and loves the outdoors. He will be running out of Station #3
 / 04/29/12 Hwy 173 & Perryville Rd. 4-vehicle
 04/13/12 Southgate Rd.
 04/10/12 Hwy 251 04/29/12 Banyan Dr.
 Accidents Photos by Sheryl Drost
 04/21/12 Burden Rd. 05/03/12 Rockton Rd.
 / 05/01/12 I-90
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Birthdays
 May11th Marcia Soppe13th Josh Hoffl and16th Chuck Schoonover20th John Bunger23rd Rob Lukowski31st Jordan Stark
 June2nd Zack Spelmen7th Megan Alms8th Shannon Burbach11th Mike Huffman16th Mickey Rykowski Jennifer Anderson17th Jesse Martin18th Chris Scott19th Jerry Ocker Justin Harwood ‘30th’22nd Troy Nichols
 Total Calls for 2012
 815
 Firehouse Scene The Firehouse Scene is a monthly newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prot. Dist.
 Editor-in-Chief - Don ShoevlinEditor & Layout - Sheryl Drost
 The Firehouse Scene is available at Station One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the department’s website after the second Sunday each month. www.harlemroscoefi re.comE-mail submissions to Sheryl:[email protected]
 From the Chief’s DeskBy Fire Chief Don Shoevlin
 On Sunday, April 22, our recruit class graduated. We have nine new probationary fi refi ghters whom were given the oath by President Ocker. They all have made a commitment to continue the tradition of the Harlem Roscoe Fire Protection District. At their graduation, we welcomed them all as they are joining an elite group of very dedicated individuals. We look forward to their contribution
 to the district. All of them will continue with their education to complete the State Fire Marshal Firefi ghter II curriculum and then continue with their state EMT certifi cation. Thank you to Captain Aaker and all the instructors for an outstanding job and their commitment of time to train these individuals.
 Congratulations are in order to Firefi ghter/Engineer Matt Bush who was this year’s recipient of the Loves Park Post 9759’s VFW Firefi ghter of the Year Award. President Ocker was also presented with a special recognition award for his contributions and years of service to the district. I would like to thank the VFW for continuing their support of this program, which honors individuals who volunteer their time in emergency services.
 May is the month that we recognize and celebrate those in EMS (Emergency Medical Services). It is the commitment and dedication of all the personnel that in my opinion make us second to none. Harlem Roscoe is able to operate four ALS (Advanced Life Support) ambulances because of you. On our roster we have 14 Paramedics and 28 EMT’s. This is a great accomplishment and you should be proud of yourself and one another for going above and beyond the call of duty. Our communities deserve the best and all of you have seen that they receive it.
 The month of May contains a day for all of the Moms of our district and those who are members of our department. I have included this poem the past three years in my newsletter article, and every year I read it, I think there are not any better words to explain a MOM. I am fortunate to still have my Mom around even though she lives 2000 miles away, it is as she is right next door. I wonder if we thank all of them enough for all they endure but more importantly for all the love they share. It is my pleasure and honor to share this with all Moms on THEIR day:
 By Helen Steiner Rice
 A Mother’s love is something that no one can explain,It is made of deep devotion and of sacrifi ce and pain,It is endless and unselfi sh and enduring come what mayFor nothing can destroy it or take that love away . . .It is patient and forgiving when all others are forsaking,And it never fails or falters even though the heart is breaking . . .It believes beyond believing when the world around condemns,And it glows with all the beauty of the rarest, brightest gems . .
 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
 Loves Park VFW AwardsPhoto by Marcia Soppe
 Chief Don Shoevlin poses with the awardees from Harlem-Roscoe, Firefi ghter Matt Bush and Trustee Jerold Ocker.
 Two Harlem-Roscoe Fire personnel received awards at the Loves Park VFW Post 9759’s 2012 Firefi ghter of the Year Award Ceremony, Trustee Jerold Ocker and Firefi ghter Matt Bush.
 Trustee Ocker was awarded a special Honored Trustee Award. Chief Shoevlin says, “Trustee Ocker has been on the board for nine years. He has served as secretary and his current position of president. He has continuously demonstrated great leadership, willingness to compromise, has always had the very best interest of the residents of our district at heart in his entire decision making and has taken his fi duciary responsibility of the District very seriously. President Ocker has decided it is time to retire. It has been a great pleasure to work with and for him.”
 Firefi ghter/Engineer Matt Bush received the VFW’s Firefi ghter of the Year Award for Harlem-Roscoe. Matt joined the department in 1982. He is state certifi ed Firefi ghter II , Firefi ghter III, Hazmat Ops and is a senior apparatus engineer. He has taken numerous fi re-related classes including Practical Ice Rescue, Helicopter Safety and is NIMs compliant.
 Matt’s Lieutenant who nominated him stated, “I consider this award to be an honor given to a member who shows a consistent commitment to the department; who is not an attention seeker, but instead a person who knows the job and does it well. This person should show the public a standard of integrity, pride and dedication that we would like all of our members to have. That does not mean that they make the most calls or attend the most events. This member’s dedication shows in his longevity with the department and his quiet dedication to not just doing a job but doing it well. This member does not toot his own horn, does not look for compensation for the time he gives despite his busy schedule and he shows a true and friendly face to all who interact with him. I am proud and feel fortunate to be his offi cer”
 Chief Don Shoevlin adds, “I don’t think, in fact I know that I could have not said it any better to describe Matt and what he means to our department with his commitment and dedication. He even has that grandpa glow in the fi re house as the younger fi refi ghters look up to him as a mentor. It is an honor for me as a Chief to have a person of this caliper to work alongside and with.”
 The Firehouse Scene - Page 2 The Firehouse Scene - Page 11 www.harlemroscoefi re.comwww.harlemroscoefi re.com
 Gone,But not forgottenSome people come into our lives,
 And quickly go.Some stay awhile and
 leave footprints in our hearts.And, we are never, ever the same.
 Firefi ghter Mark Schafman’s grandmother, Mildred Schafman, (75) passed away in The Villages, Florida on April 16. Our deepest sympathies and prayers to Mark and his family.
 Roscoe Community Days Snapshots - May 7th.Photos by Sheryl Drost and Chad Miller.
 Congratulationsto Firefi ghter Matt Bush on the birth of his second granchild, Emmalin Beatrice Bush. Emmalin was born on March 14, measuring in at 7.1 lbs. and 20 in. long. After having three son’s and his fi rst grandchild a boy, Matt is so excited to have a little girl to spoil!
 Emmalin’s parents are former HRFD Firefi ghter Christian Bush and his wife Devin. And, we can’t forget big brother Jacob, age 2.
 Christian and his family are currently living at Fort Riley, Kansas and he is being deployed to Afghanistan this month.
 Congratulations to all the Bushfamily, she is adorable!
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 Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection District
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 May 2012 Fire Chief Don Shoevlin Editor Sheryl Drost
 Photo by Marcia Soppe
 House FirePages 6 & 7
 New Firefi ghters Page 3
 Station Funnies!
 4 ducks, I mean Chiefs in a row! L-r, Rogersville, MO Fire Chief Rich Stirts Jr., Pilot Knob, MO Fire Chief Rich Stirts Sr., HRFD Chief Dispatcher Guy ‘Snoopy’ Stirts, and retired HRFD Fire Chief Oscar Presley pose for a picture during Snoopy’s 90th birthday party.
 Wow, this is twice this month Capt. Alm’s on the nozzle!Firefi ghter 101 - This is a hose line!
 Your Kidding . . .
 Scenic View
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