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Producer Responsibility and Packaging:
 results and way forward
 Joachim QuodenManaging Director, PRO EUROPE
 Seminar on Economic Instruments25 October 2011, European Commission Brussels
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Implementation of the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste DirectiveEU 27 Country Performance: Overall Recycling Quotas in 2008(%)
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Producer responsibility and packaging: state of play
 27 EU countries
 1 country with Fund Scheme run by
 1 country with tax*and compliance
 schemeThe Netherlands
 1 country without any compliance
 scheme => taxesDenmark
 * The UK uses the Packaging Waste Recovery Note system** Hungary will implement a tax and fund system from 2012
 * To be abolished in 2012/13
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Producer responsibility is adaptable to local circumstances
 • The dual model (e.g. Austria, Germany)oFull responsibility for industry for collection, sorting and recycling; separate collection system besides collection of local authorities, no or limited influence from local authorities.
 • The shared model (e.g. France, Spain)oShared responsibility between industry and local authorities, common agreements on the way of collection necessary.
 • The Tradable Credits model (e.g. UK, Poland)oNo link between industry and collection at local level.
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EPR and packaging: a success story
 • Packaging – the first successful Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) scheme, followed by:
 o Waste electrical and electronic equipment
 o Batteries
 o End of life vehicles
 o Tires
 o Pharmaceuticals
 • Key success factor of EPR:
 o Driven by legislation and strategic decisions taken by industry.o Recycling and recycled content become part of CSR
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EPR and packaging: added value
 • Incentivises companies to optimise packaging and reduce environmental impact through eco-design and design for recycling.
 • Contributes to decoupling packaging production and packaging waste disposal from economic growth.
 • Encourages cost and resource efficient management of packaging waste.
 • Ensures efficient use of the financial contribution made by industry.
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Challenges at EU and national level
 • Significant differences in country performance (e.g. span from just above 10% to almost 90% in recycling quotas in 2008).
 • Significant variance in implementation of, and compliance with, EU waste legislation.
 • Pending key issues – e.g. no final agreement on updated list of examples given in Annex I of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive to illustrate the definition of packaging.
 • Fight against Food Waste has to be taken into account when designing packaging
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The way forward
 1. Stop focusing on small, specific waste streams (plastic bags, metal beverage cans…).
 2. Take an integrated approach to ensure:– a harmonised approach to definitions of e.g. packaging /product and
 commercial packaging / household packaging.
 – waste management options reflect their actual costs (e.g. making sure that landfill is not a cheaper option than recycling).
 – there are no environmentally harmful subsidies.
 3. Integrate further best practices into EU and national policy initiatives.
 4. Extend the positive environmental behaviour by those inhabitants that sort their packaging carefully to other fields
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About PRO EUROPE
 Canada
 Macedonia
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PRO EUROPE and packaging: key figures
 • Approximately 400 million inhabitants have access to separate collection financed by EPR systems.
 • Approximately 33.3 million tonnes of packaging have been recovered by PRO EUROPE member systems in 2010.
 • About 3.3 million tons of plastic packaging have been recovered by PRO EUROPE member systems in 2010.
 • More than 26 million tons of CO2 equivalent has been saved by the work of PRO EUROPE member systems in 2010.
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11
 Mission
 PRO EUROPE will be a reference for commercially effective sustainability, especiallyin the environmental and the recycling field where it will be an alliance of the bestnational organisations with a proven track record of packaging recycling success. It will work to provide and promote a competitive advantage for its members and theircustomers, guaranteeing legal compliance at competitive cost. It will help European authorities and national authorities (via its members) regardingproducer responsibility and recycling legislation and assist in the continuousdevelopment of its members towards achieving their local sustainability objectives.
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Our 2020 vision
 • A waste management infrastructure offering full collection of used packaging at home as well as from ‘out of home’consumption.
 • Harmonised definitions in EU waste legislation are fully applied and used by all EU Member States.
 • All EU Member States offer the option of producer responsibility.
 • Producer Responsibility Organisations apply best practices from Europe and other continents to make sure that companies and inhabitants are provided with the best available services from both an economic and an environmental perspective.
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How can we help?
 Joachim QuodenPRO EUROPE s.p.r.l.
 Rue Martin V, 40
 1200 Brussels
 Belgium
 [email protected]
 www.pro-europe.info
 mailto:[email protected]
 http://www.pro-europe.info/
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